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Learning Outcomes: 
 

• Develop reading comprehension skills through 
activities like predicting, skimming, scanning, 

associating and categorizing. 
• Build vocabulary and improve understanding of how 

words can be used and interpreted in a text. 
• Enhance creativity and divergent thinking skill as 
students learn to see things in many different ways 

and perspectives. 
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“...things are always more than what they mean. Things mean different things to people. 
People are the ones who give meaning to things.” 

 
Reading helps build your vocabulary, but more than that it also helps you see the many 

different meanings that can be attached to a single word. 
 

In this TEACHING GUIDE, students will be engaged in pre-reading, while-reading and post-
reading activities that can help them learn words in fun and interesting ways. Understanding 

words and their meanings from different perspectives will not only help students become 
better readers, it can also help gear them towards becoming more creative writers. 
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Synopsis 
 
FOR OLIVE GUERRERO, DIFFERENT IS MORE THAN JUST A WORD. 
 
What does it mean to be different? 14-year-old Olive is struggling to find 
out. Everything about her is so different from the rest of her family. She 
is big-haired, brown skinned, and clumsy in a family of cream-colored 
beauties who are all popular and Good At Sports. She closely resembles 
a father she has never known, and about whom her mother never 
speaks, and no one wants to tell her why. She turns to books and other 
things in her quest to find answers, and as a way to cope with her 
loneliness. When she learns the truth about her father, she must decide 
whether or not she will let the differences in her life define her forever. 
 
A unique coming-of-age story unfolding through dictionary-style 
chapters, What Things Mean takes a closer look at the things that define 
a life, and the many ways in which we find meaning. 
 
*Grand Prize Winner, Scholastic Asian Book Award 2014 

Source: http://sophianlee.com/ 

Teaching Guides may be reproduced for use in school activities. They may not 
be redistributed for commercial sale or posted to other networks. 

Copyright © 2016 Scholastic Asia 



About the Author 
 
Sophia N. Lee wanted to be many things growing up: doctor, teacher, 
ballerina, ninja, crime-fighting international spy, wizard, time traveler, 
journalist, and lawyer. She likes to think she can be all these things through 
writing. She loves words and the meanings behind them. Her favorite word 
is 'chance'. What Things Mean is her first book. She lives in Manila, 
Philippines. 
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PRE-READING 

Learning Outcome: 
Divergent thinking skills – get students to think about the story before 

reading it. 
Prediction – a common pre-reading strategy to get students excited about 

the book and have a general idea of the story which will aid comprehension. 
Vocabulary – students can discuss unfamiliar words before reading the 

book. 
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TRY THIS: 
 
1) Present the words used as the title chapters in the book in random 

order: mirrors, maps, olives, pickles, jars, news, quiet, gone…etc. 
• NOTE: Ask students questions like, “Which word do you think makes the first 

chapter?” “Which goes second?” This gets the students to think about the 
story before reading it. This would be an opportunity to pre-teach 
vocabulary too - some of the unfamiliar words can be discussed at this stage. 

2) Let students talk about each word and what they mean (without looking 
at the dictionary).  
• NOTE: Tell students that these words are used in the book and that they 

appear in a certain order. 

3) In pairs or small groups, students predict the order in which each word 
appear in the book and list the words down.  
• NOTE: Prediction is a common strategy used to get students excited about 

the book. This activity also gives the opportunity for students to get an 
overall idea of what the book is about. 

4) Based on the list that they have come up with, students guess what the 
story is about. 
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WHILE READING 

Learning Outcome: 
Skim & Scan -  a pre-reading strategy to introduce vocabulary and let 

students have an overall impression of what the text is about.  
Vocabulary – the word is important for each chapter. The activity lets 
students know how important the word is and what it means to the 

text. 
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TRY THIS 
The focus here is to get students to quickly scan the text before reading it.  
The main character uses the word to tell the story by attaching meanings to 
the word based on her life experiences. This activity lets the students know 
that the word is important for the chapter and that they should pay special 
attention to it while they are reading. 
 
1) Let students look at the list of words on the Contents pages and check 

how many of their predictions are correct. 
2) When starting a new chapter, ask students to take note of the word used 

as the chapter title. Then ask them to skim and scan the chapter. Ask 
students to count how many times the word appears in the chapter. 

3) After skimming and scanning, ask students to go back to the page where 
the definitions for the words are given. Let students choose which 
definition (or definitions) that they think reflect the content of the 
chapter. 

4) Read through the chapter. Then, go back to the definitions. Ask the 
students whether they still think the definition (or definitions) that they 
have chosen reflect the content of the chapter.  
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POST-READING 

Learning Outcome: 
Vocabulary – students are exposed to the meaning and importance 

of the highlighted word in each chapter. 
Creativity – students get a chance to write their own story using a 

similar writing technique as the author. 

Teaching Guides may be reproduced for use in school activities. They may not 
be redistributed for commercial sale or posted to other networks. 

Copyright © 2016 Scholastic Asia 



TRY THIS 
 
1) Present a list of random words to the students. Make sure the list is a 

mixture of various types of words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.) 
2) Show each word and discuss with the students what they mean. Explain to 

students that word meanings can be discussed in two ways: a) definitions 
from the dictionary, b) meanings that you attach to the word based on 
certain experiences or emotions. 

3) Let students choose one of the words and tell a story about it. 
4) Students can also work individually, with a partner or in a small group and 

write a story based on a list of words that they have chosen. 
 
Alternative: To make it more interesting, you can bring pictures or real objects 
to the classroom instead of just a list of words. You can ask students to bring 
any objects or pictures from home that mean something to them. Encourage 
students to share their stories with their classmates.  
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READING AT HOME 
- PARENT ACTIVITY GUIDE- 

Learning Outcome: 
Vocabulary – children are exposed to the meaning and importance 

of the highlighted word in each chapter. 
Prediction – a common pre-reading strategy to get your child excited 

about the book and have a general idea of the story which will aid 
comprehension. 
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TRY THIS 
 
1) Look at the word highlighted in each chapter and what it means. 
2) Read through the dictionary entries at the beginning of the chapter and try 

to guess what the chapter is about. 
3) Read and enjoy the chapter. 
4) Think: 

• What does the word mean for the main character? 
• Which dictionary entries match the story in the chapter? 
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