
Literacy Place for the Early Years
Comprehensive literacy that serves all students and teachers



Literacy Place for the Early Years is a comprehensive balanced literacy 
program for grades K-3 that provides support for four key learning focuses: reading, 
writing, oral language, and word study. Based on a framework of balanced literacy 
that includes current research and best practices, this program has the variety of tools, 
materials, resources, and strategies to help all students excel in literacy learning.

Gradual Release of Responsibility Optimal Learning Model
Literacy Place follows the Gradual Release of Responsibility optimal learning model. In 
this model, teachers constantly and slowly release more responsibility for learning to students.

MODELED

“I do, you watch”

Teacher models 
comprehension 
or word-solving 

strategies.

SHARED

“I do…you help”

Teacher and 
students 

are reading 
or writing 
together.

GUIDED

“You do...I help”

Students 
are working 

independently with 
support from the 

teacher.

INDEPENDENT

“You do…I watch”

Students 
are working 

independently.

A complete solution with everything you  
need for successful literacy instruction

Examples of shared reading books Grade K



Literacy Place incorporates a range of instructional approaches that are 
organized within the gradual release of responsibility model. The chart below 
shows that students move through each approach in reading and writing starting 
with high teacher support and ending with independent work. Working with words 
and oral language are interwoven into all of the instructional approaches.

Oral Language

Working With Words

Read Aloud 
Teacher reads to the students in a fully 
supported whole class experience.

Shared Reading 
Teacher guides and supports students in the 
reading of a big book in a whole class 
experience.

Guided Reading 
Students of similar reading levels read the 
same text on their own while the teacher 
provides structural support in a small group 
setting.

Independent Reading 
Students self-select texts and read 
independently.

Modeled Writing 
Teacher models writing a piece of text in a 
whole class experience.

Shared Writing 
Teacher and students collaborate to create 
text together in a whole class experience.

Guided Writing 
Students work on a similar need with 
scaffolded support from the teacher in a 
small group setting.

Independent Writing 
Students self-select topic or type of response 
and write independently.
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Examples of guided reading books Grade 2

Literacy Place develops  
strong independent readers



Each grade level includes:
•   Teacher’s Guides for Reading, Writing, 

and Working with Words, and Program 
& Planning Guide (K–3)

•   Online Teaching Tools include 
reproducible books, assessment pages, 
and more

Kindergarten
• 15 Shared Reading Packs*
•   20 Small-Group Shared/Guided Reading 

Packs** (Levels A–D)

Grade 1
• 10 Shared Reading Packs *
•   60 Small-Group Shared/Guided Reading 

Packs** (Levels A–K)

Grade 2
•  10 Shared Reading Packs*

•   48 Guided Reading Packs** (Levels E–P)

Grade 3
•  10 Shared Reading Packs*

•   44 Guided Reading Packs** (Levels K–R)
  *  Each Shared Reading Pack includes 1 Big Book, 6 copies 

small book version, teaching plan, plastic storage bag. Audio 
versions of books available online.

**  Each Small-Group Shared/Guided Reading Pack includes 1 
title, 6 copies each, teaching plan, plastic storage bag.

Ordering Information
Kindergarten 978-1-443-04914-6 $2,750
Grade 1 978-1-443-04879-8 $3,750
Grade 2 978-1-443-04880-4 $3,750
Grade 3 978-1-443-04881-1 $3,750

The complete set of materials, tools, and  
strategies you need to teach all literacy skills!

Read 
Aloud titles  

can be purchased 
through local  

suppliers.  
Contact your sales 

representative  
for more  

information

Contact us to learn more:
international@scholastic.com  •  http://bit.ly/literacyplace
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