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GRADES
PreK–1Give striving readers a winning edge!



Scholastic EDGE, developed with literacy expert Adria Klein, Ph.D., provides a unique approach to reaching 
striving readers six to 24 months below grade level. It offers age-appropriate texts in a small-group 
setting, while keeping students within the classroom’s reading community. Customized lessons and 
innovative teaching strategies for each title address the needs of striving readers with focused, targeted 
instruction, setting them on a path to reading success!

 ▶ High-interest, age-appropriate books to meet 

students where they are

 ▶ Substantive scaffolding to support striving 

readers

 ▶ Robust print and digital teaching resources to 

help facilitate small-group reading instruction

 ▶ Pre-A books to deepen foundational reading 
skills for early readers

Targeted Instruction to 
Support Striving Readers

Scholastic EDGE includes:

 ▶ Dozens of engaging titles 

 ▶ Four-page teaching card for every title 

 ▶ Digital supports for whole-class connections 

 ▶ Title-specific graphic organizers (Levels A+) 

Kindergarten-specific resources include: 

 ▶ 2 Alphabet books 

 ▶ 12 lap books for shared reading 

 ▶ Alphabet cards 

 ▶ Avatar puppet



EDGE provides a unique approach to reaching striving readers, 
offering age-appropriate text in a small group setting, all while 
keeping students within the classroom’s reading community.

An Essential Component of an Effective 
Balanced Literacy Classroom

▶▶ Striving readers six to 24 months below grade level

▶▶ English language learners who are below level

▶▶ Early readers who lack confidence and fluency with 
texts

▶▶ Students affected by the “summer slide,” needing 
an extra boost after months away from school

▶▶ Older readers who need accessible and age-
appropriate content

Who is the Scholastic EDGE Student?

Inclusive practices 
for striving 

readers at the 
small-group table!
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Why Scholastic EDGE? 
 ▶ As the #1 source in guided reading instruction, Scholastic presents 
those same best practices with EDGE, providing the targeted supports 
and scaffolding to get striving readers on an accelerated path toward 
reading success!

 ▶ Unlike standard intervention programs, EDGE offers a teacher-friendly 
approach with clear, focused instruction that keeps students within the 
classroom reading community.

 ▶ Using engaging, authentic texts, EDGE connects striving readers to the 

relevant and essential content needed for future academic success.

Engaging, 
 age-appropriate 
titles that meet 
students were  

they are!

The Scholastic Difference

Adria Klein, Ph.D.

Adria Klein, Ph.D., is a professor emerita of reading education at CSU–San Bernardino, 
where she was the Chair of the Department of Elementary and Bilingual Education. 
Currently she is a professor and program director for early intervention at Saint 
Mary’s College of California. Dr. Klein is an author or co-author of many professional 
books, articles, and children’s books. She works with literacy instruction in large 
urban school districts around the United States as well as on five continents.

Developed with literacy expert 
Adria Klein, Ph.D., EDGE provides 
strategic supports at the right time, 
building a clear path to  
grade-level proficiency and a 
lifelong love of reading.

 EDGE has been created  
especially to meet the needs 
of striving readers in Grades  
K–6 and the educators who 
support them.  
— Adria Klein, Ph.D.
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Leveled Books in EDGE 
Just like all Scholastic guided reading programs, EDGE books use the Fountas and Pinnell leveling system for 
books leveled A and above. The characteristics of the text in each level are the same, however the level span 
for EDGE adapts to meet striving readers where they are in each grade. EDGE level spans reflect an aspiration 
to bring striving readers to higher reading levels as they move up through the grades. When expectations rise, 
so can achievement.

For kindergarteners not yet ready for Level A text, EDGE offers a series of carefully sequenced Pre-A 
texts. These unique readers provide focused teaching supports that guide children in their early reading 
process.

Because EDGE students are reading up to two years below grade level, EDGE content reflects both the 
students’ true reading level and their actual age level and interests. 
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EDGE for Grades PreK–1 begins to build literacy by teaching phonemic awareness and phonics, letter 
recognition, print concepts, and more. It provides captivating stories and compelling informational texts.  
Give your PreK-1 striving readers the foundational skills they need to succeed in third grade and beyond!

EDGE PreK–1 provides strong foundational skills through:

 ▶   Pre-A leveled readers and supports that develop 
key skills before children advance to Levels A–G

 ▶   Lap books for Shared Reading that establish  
an invitation to read and are thematically 
connected to other texts 

 ▶   Alphabet Books and Alphabet Cards teach  
and reinforce sound and letter recognition

 ▶   Graphic organizers for Levels A–G support  
that substantive phonics skills and  
comprehension strategies

I l ve to 
help striving 

readers!

Support Striving Readers in Grades PreK–1

4



What Insects Do
Written by Michiko Lombaerde
GENRE: Informational Text • TEXT TYPE: Picture Book 
THEMES/IDEAS: identifying things insects do; naming insects

Book Talk 
Show the book cover and help children identify the picture of the 
caterpillar. Then say: Imagine that you are a nature photographer and 
your job is to take pictures of interesting insects. As a nature photographer, 
each day you go to places where you think you will find interesting insects 
to photograph. 

Now pretend you have a camera or cell phone camera and pick it up. Look at 
the caterpillar on the cover of the book and imagine that it is real. Be careful 
not to come too close to the caterpillar, but try to get close enough to take the 
best picture that you can.

Stay very still. Get ready. Focus. Then “Click!” Now you have an amazing 
picture of a caterpillar. Remind children that a caterpillar is not a 
full-grown insect. Explain that like all animals, insects grow and change. 
Ask: What will the caterpillar on the cover be when it grows up and changes?

Let’s read the title of the book, What Insects Do. How does the picture 
on the cover let you know that this story is about real insects, not funny 
storybook insects? 

Browse the Book
Guide children to take a picture walk through the book, spread by spread. 
Help children identify what each insect does. Then locate the label that 
tells the name of the insect and read it aloud. Ask: 

• What would you say this book is about? 

• What are some things you think you will learn about insects?

EL SUPPORT Use hand motions while reviewing action words and ask ELs to 
repeat each action word several times after you. 

This EDGE Selection has
• Exciting close-up nature 

photography
• Repeated sentence patterns
• Strong picture-word match  

for verbs
• Consistent page layout 
• Easy-to-read font

EDGE Skill Building
Comprehension
Children will: 

• Use picture clues
• Recognize sentence patterns
• Distinguish between words  

and pictures
• Gain information from pictures 

and text

Phonics and Word Study
Children will:

• Use picture clues to figure out 
action words

• Read high-frequency words
• Decode simple CVC words

High-Frequency Words
this, can, jump

Key Words
insect (p. 2) a six-legged animal  
with three body parts; most insects 
have wings 

fly (p. 4) move through air  
with wings

climb (p. 6) move up
carry (p. 8) hold and move 
something
sip (p. 12) drink a small amount at 
a time
glow (p. 14) give off light
hide (p. 16) keep out of sight

LEVEL

Explore the Text Together
Have children whisper-read the text on their own as you listen to one child at a time. 
The following prompts can guide a focused reading and discussion of the text. 

(pp. 2–3) Let’s look at this insect. What can this insect do? Make your fingers jump like a 
grasshopper along the desk. Now look at the sentence. Point to each word, and let’s read 
the sentence together, “This insect can jump.” 

(pp. 4–5) This insect can fly. Make your fingers fly like a bee through the air. Now look at the 
sentence. Let’s find the word fly. Frame the word with your fingers. Point to each word, and 
let’s read the sentence together, “This insect can fly.” 

(pp. 6–7) What does the ladybug do? Make your fingers climb a piece of grass just like 
the ladybug is doing. Let’s find the word in the sentence that tells what this insect can 
do. Frame the word climb with your fingers. Let’s read aloud the sentence, “This insect 
can climb.” 

(pp. 8–9) Sometimes ants carry things they need for building nests. Pretend you are 
carrying something in your arms. What sound does carry begin with? (/k/) What letter do 
you think the word carry begins with? (k) Use your fingers to frame the word carry. Now, 
let’s point to each word and read the sentence, “This insect can carry.” Next have children 
compare the sentence on page 6 with the sentence on page 8. Which words are the 
same in both sentences? Which words are different? 

THINK ALOUD The sentence on page 6 says, “This insect can climb.” The sentence on page 8 
says, “This insect can carry.” The words that are the same in the sentences are This insect can. 
The words that are different are climb and carry.

(pp. 10–11) What is this beetle doing? Help children determine that the beetle is digging 
in the sand. Find the word dig and frame it with your fingers. Now read the sentence that 
tells what this insect can do, “This insect can dig.” 

(pp. 12–13) Let’s see what the butterfly is doing. Help children understand that the 
butterfly sips nectar from the flower. Pretend that you are sipping a drink through a 
straw. Let’s find the word sip. Frame the word with your fingers. Let’s read the sentence, 

“This insect can sip.” 

 (pp. 14–15) Have you ever seen a firefly glow in the dark? Find the word 
glow and frame it. Now let’s read the sentence, “This insect can glow.” Why is this insect 
very special? 

THINK ALOUD This insect is very special because it glows in the dark. Many insects can fly. 
Many insects can jump. But this is one of the few insects that I know of that glows in the dark. 

(p. 16) This insect is the same color as the plant it is on, so it’s hard to see. Let’s read the 
sentence, “This insect can hide.” Why do you think the author chose this picture to go with 
this sentence? 

Sum It Up
Ask:   What do all the pages in this book tell about?  

What did you learn about what insects can do?

What Insects Do 

Focus on Strategies and Skills 
Use any of these lessons after reading the text.

Comprehension: Use Picture Clues
Tell children that they can use the pictures in a book to help them learn more about 
a subject. Note that children can use clues from the pictures to learn more about how 
insects look and what they do.  Ask the following questions:

(pp. 2–3) Like all insects, this insect has six legs. How can you tell that the insect 
can jump? 

(pp. 4–5) What can this insect do? What do you notice about the bee’s wings?

(pp. 6–7) Use color words to describe this insect, a ladybug.

(pp. 12–13) Tell what you see on this page. Why is this insect special?

(pp. 14–15) Let’s look at this insect, a firefly. What can this insect do? 

EL SUPPORT Children who speak Spanish may notice that the word insect has the same 
meaning as the Spanish word insecto. Help children build their vocabularies by working 
with English-speaking partners, going through the book page by page, and naming the 
action words.

Phonics: Phonogram -ig
Remind children that knowing the sounds that letters make can help them read new 
words. Point out that readers use word parts they know to help sound out new words. 

Read aloud page 10: “This insect can dig.” Slowly reread the word dig, modeling how to 
blend the first sound, /d/, with the phonogram -ig. Then ask children to blend the word 
parts to form the word dig.

Introduce the following words in the same way: big, /b/ /ig/;  fig, /f/ /ig/; wig, /w/ /ig/; and 
twig, /tw/ /ig/. 

Graphic Organizer Distribute copies of the online graphic organizer that shows four 
boxes, each labeled with the following words: big, fig, wig, and twig. Have children draw 
a picture to match each word. 

Word Study: High-Frequency Words 
Write the following high-frequency words on word cards: 

this           can           jump

Have children take turns reading the words. You may wish to have children write the 
words on whiteboards or paper. Add the word cards to your high-frequency word 
card collection.

Word Study: Action Words
Write the following action words on the board or on a chart: 

jump            fly           climb            carry           dig           sip           glow           hide

Read each word and have children pantomime the action. Next, describe the action 
without naming it and have children identify the word. Finally, name an action word and 
have children suggest the names of other animals that can perform that action. 

What Insects Do
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Extend Literacy
Discussion
Invite children to share their thinking with 
the group. 

Curiosity The author of this book was very curious 
about insects. She studied insects and found 
photos to help her learn more about what insects 
do. Now that you have read the book, what other 
things do you wonder about and want to learn about 
insects? What do you think you will wonder about the 
next time you see an insect?

Reading More Informational Text The book we 
read was about real insects. How did the photos help 
you learn more about insects? What did you learn 
from reading this book that might help you the next 
time you read a book with information and photos 
about real animals?

Fluency
Partner Reading Model reading each page of the 
book. After you read, have the children follow and 
read the text aloud. Then pair the children and 
have them take turns reading aloud the sentences.

Children’s Book Chat
Allow time for children to have a book chat. 

Have children meet in pairs or groups of three or 
four to talk about What Insects Do. Ask children 
for ideas about what they want to discuss in their 
book chat.

Or, you might wish to prompt the discussion with 
the following questions:

• Where have you seen insects?

• Which photos of insects do you like best? Why?

• Which insects would you like to see in a garden? 
Which insects would you not like to see in 
a garden?

Write in Response to Reading 
Shared Writing: One More Insect Revisit the 
book with children and have them name all 
the things that insects do. Then ask children 
to help you make other pages for the book. 
For each page, have children suggest a kind of 
insect to draw. Have children “share the pen” to 
complete this sentence:  This insect can _____. 
(Informative/Explanatory)

What Insects Do Brainstorm a list of words that 
tell what insects do. List these action words on a 
chart: jump, fly, climb, carry, dig, sip, glow, and hide. 
Have children fold their papers in half. On each 
side of the paper, have children draw an insect 
doing an action. Help children label their drawings 
with the action word that tells what each insect 
does. (Informative/Explanatory) 

EL SUPPORT Help children understand the 
meaning of the verbs by having them act them out 
and name the action word in their first language.

 
My Insect Story  
Remind children that a fantasy is a story about 
things that cannot happen in real life. Invite 
children to choose one of the insects and use it as 
the main character in a story. Ask children to draw 
a picture that shows the insect character and write 
a sentence to tell what happens to the character. 
(Narrative)

Connect to the Internet
More Pictures to Share Visit the following 
website to find images of ladybugs or other insects 
to share with children: www.nationalgeographic.com. 

Quick references to highlight key comprehension, vocabulary and phonics and phonemic awareness goals, 
and identifies high-frequency words and key words needed to understand the text

Book Talks to begin each lesson

“EDGE Up” Icon that denotes challenges 
to spur readers toward the next level of 
reading comprehension

Guided questions  
structured to allow 
for section-by-
section discussion 
to enhance 
comprehension

Discussion 
prompts  
to extend literacy 
and support- social 
emotional  
and executive 
function skills

Point-of-use 
EL support

Explicit, focused comprehension,  
word study, and phonics and phonemic 
awareness instruction

Teaching Card with Targeted Book-Specific Scaffolds
for Every PreK–1 Title
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Give striving readers a winning edge!

Contact your Scholastic Sales Representative to learn more 
about pricing and purchasing information.

We’re Ready to Help You!

Scholastic International Export
557 Broadway,
New York, NY 10012

Phone: +1 (646) 330-5288 
Fax: +1 (646) 837-7878 
Email: intlschool@scholastic.com

Connect with literacy 
specialist Adria Klein

@adriaklein_read


