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Propel Students Toward Confident 
Independent Reading

Expore Nonfiction Texts Important For Academic Success  

The NonFiction Focus Collection of the Guided Reading Program features 

• 26 reading levels from A to Z

• Compelling nonfiction texts carefully levelled based on content, academic  
and domain-specific vocabulary to ensure college and career readiness

• Specially adapted for teachers of English Language Learners, the Teacher’s Guide 
contains guidelines and resources for placement and monitoring.

• Teaching cards that identify portions of text within a book to help  
teach an essential comprehension skill—making instruction easily doable

• Focus on key comprehension strategies that students can apply  
to independent reading

Scholastic Guided Reading Programs support students on their path to independent 
reading by providing a research-based, scaffolded instructional approach to help 
students interpret, build fluency and comprehend as they read at their own level.

Contact Your Scholastic Education Consultant to Find Out More

Focus on Foundational Skills Phonics and Word-Solving Strategies
Adjectives
Remind children that an adjective is a word that 
describes a noun. Explain that adjectives can appear 
before or after the nouns they tell about. • Read aloud page 2 and point to the word peaceful. 

Then have children look at the picture on page 3 
and describe why the author calls the chameleon’s 
colors peaceful. 

• Have children turn to page 25 and find two 
adjectives that describe the female chameleon’s 
skin and colors. (dark, angry) Ask: Which adjective 
appears before the noun it tells about? Which 
appears after? 

• Have children work with a partner to find more 
adjectives and the nouns they tell about. For more prompts and ideas for teaching  

problem-solving strategies, see the Scholastic Guided 
Reading Teacher’s Guide. 

Develop FluencyModel using punctuation clues to read with 
expression. Have children practice reading on  
page 16, using a questioning tone to read sentences 
ending with a question mark and an excited tone to 
read sentences ending with an exclamation point. Expand Oral Language/ConversationTalk About Chameleons Have children name at least 

two animals that the chameleon encounters during 
his day. Discuss whether or not those animals are 
friends or enemies of the chameleon. • Ask children to discuss the chameleon’s encounter 

with the scorpion and what is dangerous about the 
scorpion’s stinger. • Ask: Would a chameleon make a good pet? Why? Write and Respond to ReadingCreate a Fact Card Have children draw and 

label a picture of a chameleon on one side of an 
index card. Have them write on the other side of 
the card two facts they learned from the book. 
(Informative/Explanatory) Write an Animal Story Have children write 

an adventure story about a different animal. 
Encourage them to use the book as a model, starting 
with what the animal needs to find and discussing 
its behavior, friends, and enemies. Have children 
illustrate their stories. (Narrative) ELL Support

Pantomime Ask children to write on note cards 
action words from the text, such as creeps, climbs, 
jumps, moves, and chews. Help them find the 
equivalent words in their home languages and write 
them on the other side. Invite children to take turns 
miming each action while other children guess the 
verb being pantomimed. 

Teaching Options
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Develop ComprehensionThinking Within the TextHave children summarize what they have learned 
about the chameleon. Ask: • What have you learned about the chameleon  

on his adventure?  • Why do chameleons change color? What does 
the color change express? What purpose does it 
serve?

Thinking Beyond the TextDiscuss the various animals that the chameleon 
encounters on pages 9 to 16. Ask: • Does the chameleon have more friends or  

more enemies?  • What do you think would happen if the chameleon had not been able to creep past  
the scorpion? 

 • What are some other animals that might  
hurt a chameleon?

Thinking About the TextDiscuss with children how the author organized 
the information in the book. Ask: • How did the photos help you understand the 

journey of the chameleon?  • Would it be more interesting to read this story 
about a chameleon or to read a list of facts about 
a chameleon? Why?
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Genre/Text Type

Informational Text/Picture Book Remind children 

that informational text has facts about a topic. This 

picture book includes photos to inform the reader.

Informational Text Features

Photographs Color photographs help children 

visualize the story of the chameleon and its 

environment as described in the text. 

Vocabulary

Domain-Specific Vocabulary

creeps (p. 10): moves slowly and carefully 

danger (p. 11)  something that can cause  

harm or injury 

stinger (p. 16): the sharp, pointed part of an animal 

that is used to sting as an attack or protection 

poisonous (p. 16): able to cause illness or death by 

putting poison in another animal’s body 

pale (p. 27): light in color 

Academic Vocabulary 

peaceful (p. 2): having a calming effect 

harm (p. 13): to hurt; to cause physical injury 

Challenging Features

Text Children may have difficulty with the text in the 

Did You Know section at the end of the book. You 

may want to read this section aloud to children. 

Vocabulary Children may be challenged by the 

names of the different animals. Explain what the 

animals are and point them out in the photos. 

Supporting Features

Text Information is presented in manageable  

chunks, and photos help explain the text. 

Content Most children will be eager to follow the 

chameleon on its journey. 

A First Look

Display the book cover and read aloud the title.  

Ask children to describe what they see. Ask: Have you 

ever seen a chameleon or a picture of a chameleon? 

Explain that chameleons are fascinating animals that 

can change color. In this book, children will learn 

about an adventure in the life of one chameleon. 

Read and Analyze Informational Text

Understand Sequence of Events

Help children focus on the sequence of events and 

how the author connects ideas to show what happens 

during a day in the life of one chameleon. (Note: The 

pages are not numbered. The title page is page 1.) 

(pp. 2–5) How does the story of the chameleon begin? 

What is the chameleon looking for? What words tell 

you? 

(pp. 5–8) Why does the chameleon climb down the 

tree? 

(pp. 9–16) What animals does the chameleon 

encounter? Are they friendly, or will they harm him? 

(pp. 17–19) How does the chameleon stay safe from 

the scorpion? 

(pp. 20–24) What does the chameleon find in the tree? 

What does he do to it? 

(pp. 25–27) Whom does the chameleon meet next?  

What words explain how the other chameleon feels 

about him at first? Why do her feelings change? 

(pp. 28–29) Why is the chameleon happy at the end  

of the story? 

Praise children for specific use of “Behaviors to Notice 

and Support” as shown in the Scholastic Guided 

Reading Teacher’s Guide.

Chameleon!

Author: Joy Cowley

Genre: Informational Text

Content Area: Science

Topic: Chameleons
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Word Count: 250+

Lexile® Measure: 390L

Themes/Ideas: identifying a chameleon’s predators 

and prey; learning about a chameleon’s life and 

behaviors

Summary & Standard

Follow a colorful chameleon on a photograph-filled adventure as he finds  

a new home. 

Children will understand the sequence of events in an informational text. 
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Each Level Contains:

• 60 Books (10 Titles, 6 Copies Each)

• Teacher’s Guide

• Teaching Cards (1 Per Title)

• Levelling Stickers

• Storage Bin

Winds in Antarctica can blow at 

speeds up to about 200 miles per 

hour (322 kilometers per hour).

Antarctica
Antarctica

How many people call Antarctica home?  

No one lives on the continent permanently! However, thousands 

of scientists travel here each year to study the environment.

K A R E N  K E L L A H E R

all , all t

The Seven Continents

INSIDE, YOU’LL FIND: 

H  What makes Antarctica unique and what the 

landscape of this continent looks like;

H  A timeline, maps, photos—and how Antarctica  

has changed over time;

H  Surprising TRUE facts that will shock and  

amaze you!

A           B O O K  A B O U T

Antarctica
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Children’s Press®

an imprint of

www.scholastic.com/librarypublishing
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Why do birds have beaks?

by Katherine Durgin-Bruce

www.scholastic.com
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IN outer space I N  O u t e r  S p a c e
The Incredible Journey

   of Apollo 13

¨Houston, we’ ’'ve had a problem.̈

April  13,  1970. 
It was the world’s third mission to the surface of the moon, and everything was running smoothly—until an explosion ripped through the blackness of space. Now, three men are left hurtling away from Earth at three times the speed of sound, losing power and leaking oxygen into the void.  A crippled spaceship, 200,000 miles from home. A team of Earth-bound engineers, pushed to their limits to bring three astronauts safely back. A 16-year-old daughter, left to wonder if her father will make it home alive.

This edition is available for distribution only through the school market.

Cover art by Shane Rebenschied
  
www.scholastic.com 9 780545 928144

50699

ISBN 978-0-545-92814-4
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$6.99
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Did you know that porpoises sleep with one eye open—and one side of their brains awake? These amazing marine mammals swim at speeds of up to 35 mph (56 kph) in rivers, lakes, and oceans around the world. 
Read this book to learn more about these highly intelligent creatures that, sadly, are at risk of disappearing from our planet.

Elephants 
Great White Sharks

Orangutans
Polar Bears

Rhinoceroses
Sea Turtles

Tigers

COLLECT THE OTHER BOOKS IN THIS SERIES:

By Jodie Shepherd

Porpoises

Children’s Press® an imprint of

www.scholastic.com/librarypublishing
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What lies deep beneath  

the ocean?

How can we find out?

Deep-Sea 
Explorers

by Vanessa York

www.scholastic.com

ISBN-13: 978-0-545-29114-9
ISBN-10: 0-545-29114-3
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Elizabeth Rusch
Illustrated by

Susan Swan

Elizabeth Rusch is the author of several children’s 
books, including Will It Blow?: Become a Volcano 
Detective at Mount St. Helens. She lives in Portland, 
Oregon. www.elizabethrusch.com

Susan Swan has illustrated many children’s books, 
including Out on the Prairie by Donna M. Bateman.  
She makes her home in Ovilla, Texas. 
www.susanswan.com

Most people think volcanoes
WHAM!

 POW!

  KA-BOOM!

destroy everything around them.

But volcanoes can be creative, too.

Watch these eight volcanoes

GURGLE

 SPURT

  SCRAPE

as they get down to the business of 

building. Witness a volcano rising!

A Junior Library 
Guild Selection

This edition is only available for
distribution through the school market.
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*for selected titles

View 
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