
A pattern is a repeated design. 

We see patterns all around us.  

There are patterns on clothes 

we wear. There can be patterns 

on buildings in a city. Yet some 

patterns are not made by people. 

Nature is full of patterns!

Animal patterns sometimes make them harder to see. Leopards spend 

a lot of time in and around trees. The sun shining through leaves makes 

patches of light and shadow on the ground. If leopards were one colour 

they would stand out more in this environment. Their spots make them 

more effective hunters because their prey doesn’t always see them. 

Zebras have bold stripes covering their bodies. Scientists aren’t sure 

how these stripes help them. Some believe stripes make it hard for 

predators to see zebras when they stand in a group. Recently scientist 

noticed that zebras aren’t bothered by flies as much as other nearby 

animals. Is this why zebras have stripes?

Many birds use pattern and colour to attract a mate. The male 

duck has bold patterns with bright colours. The female duck 

has simple patterns and dull colours.  

Males with stronger patterns and  

colours are  chosen as mates more  

often by the females.

ALL AROUND

Male and female mandarin ducks

ALL AROUND

Description, 720L Level 27
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Most robots in fiction are walking,  talking mechanical 

geniuses! In fact, robot is the name for a machine that can 

be programmed to perform tasks. Our lives are filled with 

robots, but most of them work quietly in the background. 

We don’t even notice them. 

So just how important have robots become in our lives?

The word robot was first used in 1921 

in a science-fiction stage play. It wasn’t 

long before robots became a reality. 

Inventors tinkered with human-looking 

motorised machines throughout the 

1920s and 30s.

Elektro the Moto-Man and his dog Sparko 

were a feature of the 1939 New York 

World’s Fair. They were operated by  

motors and gears.

The first programmable robot was  

the Unimate. It wasn’t humanoid but  

it was very useful! It was installed in a  

car-making factory in 1961. The photo 

shows a later model that was still hard  

at work in the 1980s.

Industrial robots quickly  

became popular. They were  

fast, accurate and reliable.  

They performed tasks people 

either couldn’t do or didn’t want 

to do. They took on more and 

more of the heavy work  

in factories.

Robot
s

1921

1939

1961

1980s

Recount, 710L Level 27
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Sam runs on green grass.
He kicks a round ball. He kicks it
to his team mates. They want to
kick a goal. They want to win!

What sport is Sam playing?

Lily plays on grass, too.
She does not kick the ball.
She hits it with a bat.
She wears thick gloves.
She has pads on her legs.
That ball can hurt!

What sport is Lily playing?

cricket

football

What’s the Sport?

Report, 180L    Level 7
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Sponge
I can use a sponge 

to paint. 

HandsThere are lots of ways to paint.

1 A Guide to Painting

We can paint with 

our hands.  

It is messy and fun. 

We mix the colours.

Our fingers make  

patterns in the paint.

The sponge holds the paint. 

I press it on paper.

I paint big pictures with a sponge.

Report, 190L     Level 7
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Korea is in East Asia.This map shows the countries around Korea.

WHAT IS KIMCHI?Do you say ‘cheese’ before someone 

takes your photo? In Korea, people  

say ‘kimchi’ (KIMchee).Kimchi is a side dish made from 
vegetables. Usually is it made from 
cabbage. It is the most popular food 

in Korea. It can be quite sweet, but  
it’s also salty.It’s often spicy, and it’s always tangy! 

The tongue-tingling taste comes  
from the way it is made.To make kimchi, vegetables are 

soaked with salt for a long time. The 

vegetables change, or ferment, in 
reaction to the salt. Then people mix 

in spices and sauces to add flavour.
Have you ever eaten kimchi? Look for 

a jar in your grocery store and try it 
with this tasty salad!

KIMCHI SALADYou might like to make this 
colourful salad which uses kimchi. 
Ask an adult to help you slice  
and chop.

SMILE AND SAY KIMCHI!

SALAD
• 2 small apples (or 1 large apple)
• 2 cups spinach, washed• 1 cup lettuce leaves, washed

• ½ cup grated carrotsDRESSING• 1 tablespoon olive oil• 1 teaspoon lemon juice• 1 tablespoon honeyTOPPING• 1 cup kimchi, choppedYOU WILL NEED:• Cutting board and knife• Measuring cups and spoons
• Large bowl• Small bowl• Mixing utensils

Procedure, 620L  Level 25
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Look at the animals.

One animal can fly.

Which animal can fly?

The duck can fly.

Look at the animals.

Which animal can swi
m?

The whale can swi
m.

The tiger can swi
m, too!

Can you swim?

1

Fly

Swim

Fly, Swim, or Jump? 

Fly, Swim, 

or Jump?

Explanation, BR     L
evel 2
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was born in
Edinburgh, Scotland in 1859. He is famous for 
writing stories about the troubled and brilliant 
detective Sherlock Holmes. Arthur trained initially 
to be a doctor of medicine. While he was studying 
at university he began writing short stories that 
were published in magazines. Once he became  
a doctor business was fairly slow, so he began to 
write novels while waiting for patients to arrive. 
Initially Arthur struggled to find a publisher who 
would print his work. Once published however 
his stories received critical acclaim and people 
wanted to read more about this talented detective. 
In the following transcript he talks about how  
he first developed the concept of Sherlock Holmes 
as a character.

Elementary, My Dear Watson*

William Fox interview with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle—1927
(transcript)
William Fox: How did you come up with the idea for Sherlock Holmes as a character?

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: It came about in this way. I was quite a young doctor

at the time. I had of course a scientific training and I used to occasionally read detective 

stories. But what annoyed me was that in the old-fashioned detective stories the detective 

always seemed to get at his results either by some sort of lucky chance or a fluke, or else  

it was quite unexplained how he got there. He got there...but he never gave an explanation 

as to how he got there. Well, that didn’t seem to me that it was quite playing the game.  

It seemed to me that he should be bound to give his reasons 

why he came to his conclusions. Over some months I began 

to think about this and I began to turning scientific methods 

onto the work of detection.
I used to as a student have an old professor whose name 
was Bell, who was extraordinarily quick with deductive 
work. He would look at the patient and he would hardly 
allow the patient to open his mouth, but he would make  
his diagnosis of the disease, also quite often of the 
patient’s nationality, occupation and other points  
entirely by his power of observation.

Response, 1120L Level 30+
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Short Reads in the Classroom

Teacher’s Guide Lesson NotesCopy 
of Card

Write

4

Discuss

3

Prepare
&  Read

1

Read
Closely

2

Teacher
Reference

Panel

“A significant body of research 
links the close reading of complex 
text—whether the student is a 
struggling reader or advanced—
to significant gains in reading 
proficiency, and finds close 
reading to be a key component  
of college and career readiness.”

(Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and 
Careers, 2012, p. 7)

All your lesson 
preparation for 
each card is 
clearly displayed 
on one double-
page spread in 
the Teacher’s 
Guide

Prepare & Read    
―prompt questions to establish context
―independent/group reading
     (first reading)

Read Closely
    ― questions and discussion points to 
      unpack the text and its features            
     (second reading)

Discuss
    ―discussion questions to clarify understanding
      and use higher order thinking skills 
     (third reading)

Write
    ―writing tasks that require re-reading 
     of the text  
     (fourth reading)

SM
A
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U
P

IN
D
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U

A
L
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IRS

Process 
Clear steps guide you efficiently through re-reading the text 
several times for different purposes.

Most robots in fiction are walking,  talking mechanical 
geniuses! In fact, robot is the name for a machine that can 
be programmed to perform tasks. Our lives are filled with 
robots, but most of them work quietly in the background. 
We don’t even notice them. 

So just how important have robots become in our lives?

The word robot was first used in 1921 
in a science-fiction stage play. It wasn’t 
long before robots became a reality. 
Inventors tinkered with human-looking 
motorised machines throughout the 
1920s and 30s.

Elektro the Moto-Man and his dog Sparko 
were a feature of the 1939 New York 
World’s Fair. They were operated by  
motors and gears.

The first programmable robot was  
the Unimate. It wasn’t humanoid but  
it was very useful! It was installed in a  
car-making factory in 1961. The photo 
shows a later model that was still hard  
at work in the 1980s.

Industrial robots quickly  
became popular. They were  
fast, accurate and reliable.  
They performed tasks people 
either couldn’t do or didn’t want 
to do. They took on more and 
more of the heavy work  
in factories.

Robots

1921

1939

1961

1980s

ROBOTS

SHORT
READS

Recount, 710L Level 27
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To retell events  
in time order.

Jack London, author of “The Call of  the Wild” 

JACK LONDON’S NEWEST BOOK 
“THE CALL OF THE WILD” 

Story of a Dog.
r. Jack London, in his previous stories, 
acquainted readers with the people of 
the Far Northwest. In his latest and best 

book, “The Call of the Wild”, he introduces us to 
a little lower level of the same canine society—a 
most fascinating company of dogs. Here we meet 
the good, bad and indifferent. A huge fellow 
named Buck, a St Bernard crossed with a collie, 
is the biggest star.

Unlike most stories of this kind, men and 
women occupy a very unimportant place. Not 
much time or trouble is taken by the author in  
individualising the few humans who are necessary  
to carry on the action. Better still, Mr London’s 
dogs are not merely people masquerading as 
canines. At least this is true to a far greater extent 
than has usually been the case, even with the 
best dogs of fiction. During the delightful hours 
it takes to read this story, one feels so totally 
involved that one is really in a world in which dog 
standards, dog motives and dog feelings are the 
subject of analysis. This reader firmly believes 
that Mr London has somehow penetrated a step 
or two behind the barrier which often seems so 
slight and transparent between man and “man’s 
best friend”.

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, 25th July, 1903

Jack London was a successful American author who lived at a time when developments  
in technology meant that printed materials could be produced faster and more cheaply than 
ever before. Although he grew up in poverty with limited educational opportunities, Jack was  
a voracious reader with a passionate will to succeed and a largely innate talent for writing.

At the age of 17 he entered a writing competition in which he vividly recounted his 
experiences as part of a ship’s crew that survived a vicious typhoon. Although Jack had only 
completed part of high school, he won first prize in the competition, beating many others 
currently enrolled in college! In 1903, at the age of 27, Jack sold the serial rights for The Call  
of the Wild to a newspaper and the book rights to a publisher, resulting in both critical acclaim 
and commercial success. Many of Jack’s books, including The Call of the Wild and White Fang 
(discussed in the reviews below), are still in print and enjoyed by modern readers.

SHORT
READS

JACK LONDON BOOK REVIEWS

Response, 1560L Level 30+
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To respond to a 
visual, written or 
performed work.

EXPOSITION

To persuade the 
reader for or against 
a point of view.

To present 
information 

about different 
sides of an issue 

or topic.

DISCUSSION

RESPONSEPROCEDURE

RECOUNT REPORT

To describe  
(using facts): 
• a person
• a place
• a thing or 
• a phenomenon.

To tell how or why 
things occur.

DESCRIPTION

EXPLANATION

To teach how  
something is done.

To classify and give  
factual information 
about: 
• a person
• a place
• a thing or 
• a phenomenon.Short

The cards are manageable  
in length, making them great  

for small group work.

The activities in the 
teacher’s guide outline 

a concise 20–30 minute 
lesson.

What makes Short Reads different?

Reliable
Every lesson uses a range of 

research-proven techniques in  
a compact, effective way.

Techniques include close 
reading, teacher-directed 

deep questioning, peer 
discussion and writing 
responses to the text.   

Flexible
Teachers can use the cards for:

   small group reading,
 modelled writing of 
 different text types, and
 independent reading

Each card has an online 
comprehension quiz (for 

users of Literacy Pro only).

Skills
The writing tasks progressively 

teach students to break  
down information, reorganise  
it, and then write an opinion  

about the text. 

These are critical skills 
required for advanced 

report and essay writing 
in high school.   

[][]

[][]
Close Reading 
Close reading is the targeted re-reading of texts, enabling a deep 
understanding of text meaning, author’s purpose and language 
choices, structure, organisation and features.

Extensive research reveals close reading improves proficiency 
for struggling and advanced readers. They learn to 
comprehend text, analyse, synthesise and critically  
examine information. 

Living Things

12  World of Wonder

Cool, KoAla!

keep

Scientists think koalas hug trees to 

keep cool. In hot weather tre
e trunks 

are cooler than the air. The cool 

trunks keep the koalas cool!

Why is this koala holding 

the tree tightly? Is it 

scared? You may be 

surprised by the answer.

SHORT READS

Explanation, 450L Level 20

KEEP COOL, KOALA!

GRSR_L_Magazine Article_Koala.indd   1

15/04/2016   2:52 pm

FREE
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SHORT
READS

What’s in the collection?
In each box you will find:
- Teacher’s Guide
- 6 copies 40 full-colour student cards
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SHORT TEXTS | DEEP READING
Short texts for all reading abilities, with close reading 
activities to develop deep comprehension.
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Fix it, 
or give it to 

som
eone 

w
ho w

ants 
to 

Start

N
o

Yes

Yes

G
ive it to 

som
eone 

w
ho 

needs it.

N
o

N
o

Recycle 
the 

parts 
you 
can.

Find a new
 use for it.

U
se the parts you can.

G
ive aw

ay the parts to 
som

eone w
ho w

ants 
them

.

Yes

Broken china can be 
used to m

ake m
osaics.

O
ld jeans can 

m
ake cotton rope. 

Is it 
broken?

Is it w
orth

�xing 

Are som
e 

parts still 
useful?

So, how
 do you start repurposing?

It’s easy! Before you throw
 som

ething
into the bin, stop and think . . .

?
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M
any of us already use recycling bins. W

e’re 
careful not to w

aste things. So w
hy should w

e 
bother finding new

 w
ays to use old things?

 
Som

e old things can’t be put in recycling bins, 
 

but they can be used in new
 w

ays.

 
Repurposing can save you m

oney.

 
It can be fun.

 
It’s a creative w

ay to recycle.

 
Repurposing is good for the environm

ent.

W
hy should w

e repurpose?

Take a close look at the furniture 
in this picture. H

ow
 is it unusual? 

This furniture uses old plastic 
crates in a new

 w
ay. They once 

held m
ilk cartons. N

ow
 they are 

tables and chairs!
W

hen w
e use old things in new

 
w

ays it’s called repurposing.
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• D
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