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To Penny and Harvey: Stay out of trouble.
Thank you, Katie Carella and Liz Herzog, for taking my ideas
and making them better.

If you purchased this book without a cover, you should be aware that this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold
and destroyed” to the publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received any payment for this “stripped book.”
No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission of the publisher. For information regarding
permission, write to Scholastic Inc., Attention: Permissions Department, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Cummings, Troy.
Rise of the balloon goons / by Troy Cummings.
p. cm. -- (The Notebook of Doom ; 1)
Summary: Alexander has just moved into Stermont, but the elementary school is being torn down, his new classroom is
located in the hospital morgue, a notebook he ﬁnds is full of information about monsters--and everywhere he turns there are
spooky balloon men determined to attack him.
ISBN 978-0-545-49323-9 (pbk.) — ISBN 978-0-545-49322-2 (hardback) — ISBN 978-0-545-49326-0 (ebook)
1. Monsters—Juvenile ﬁction. 2. Novelty balloons—Juvenile ﬁction. 3. Elementary schools—Juvenile ﬁction. 4. Horror tales.
[1. Monsters—Fiction. 2. Novelty balloons—Fiction. 3. Elementary schools—Fiction. 4. Schools—Fiction. 5. Horror stories.]
I. Title.
PZ7.C91494Ris 2013
[E]--dc23
2012034520
ISBN 978-0-545-49322-2 (hardcover) / ISBN 978-0-545-49323-9 (paperback)
Copyright © 2013 by Troy Cummings
All rights reserved. Published by Scholastic Inc.
SCHOLASTIC, BRANCHES, and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.
12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

13 14 15 16 17 18/0

Printed in China
First Scholastic printing, July 2013

38

Book design by Liz Herzog

1

chapter

o

Stermont

nce there was a pile of bones.

Actually, the
bones weren’t
in a pile. They
made up a small
skeleton, which was
filled with squishy
guts. On top of that
skeleton sat a huge skull
with deep eye sockets.
These eye sockets held
a pair of googly eyes.
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The whole thing would have been really
gross, except it was covered in a layer of skin and
had a mop of curly hair on top. This mop-haired,
bug-eyed, gut-ﬁlled bag of bones was named
Alexander Bopp. And he was scared to death.

Alexander was scared of:
1. spending his ﬁrst night in a new house;
2. going to a new school in a new town; and
3. having to make new friends.
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Alexander rolled over on his air mattress and
looked out the window. The moon lit up a row of
rooops, behind which stood a water tower that
said STERMONT. Alexander’s new home.

